HANDOUT 7

ALLAH
How is God viewed in Islam?

The Qur'an, the divinely-revealed scripture of Islam, contains numerous verses describing
the nature of God. The role of human beings as creations of God upon the earth and their
relationship with God are also discussed extensively in the sacred text.

"Say: He is God, the One, the Eternal, Absolute. He does not beget, nor is He begotten,
and there is none like unto Him." (Qur'an, 112: 1-4)

"It is He who brought you forth from the wombs of your mothers when you knew
nothing, and He gave you hearing and sight and intelligence and affections that you may
give thanks." (Qur'an, 16:78)

"No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision. He is above all
comprehension, yet is acquainted with all things." (Qur'an, 6:103)

Muslims believe that God has no partners or associates who share in His divinity or
authority. Muslims also believe that God is transcendent and unlike His creations, and
thus has no physical form. Nor is God believed to exist in (or be represented by) any
material object. A number of divine attributes or "names," which serve to describe God,
are found in the Qur'an. Some commonly known attributes include the Most Merciful, the
Most Forgiving, the Most High, the Unique, and the Everlasting, among others.

In Islam, human beings, like other creations, are seen as completely unlike God, though
they may aspire to exhibit various attributes manifested by God, such as justice or mercy.
Furthermore, even while God is believed to be beyond traditional human perception, the
Qur'an states "He is with you wherever you may be" (57:5). For Muslims, God's Oneness
heightens the awareness that ultimately all life is bound by Divine Law emanating from a
singular source and that life has a meaning and purpose which revolves around the
consciousness of God's presence.

Moreover, belief in a singular Creator compels conscientious Muslims to view all

humanity as one extended family, and treat others with justice and equity. Respect for the
environment and natural resources also follows from the Muslim view of God.
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